
 

 
Bradford School 

School Action Team for Partnerships Meeting  
Oct. 4, 2018 - 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda 
 
 

1. Bradford School Goals  
 

2. Alex Patenaude Compassion Project 
 

3. One School One Book 
 
 

Meeting Minutes and Discussions 
October 4, 2018  7:00 pm 
 
The meeting is called to order.  
 
SATp 
Naomi Kirkman welcomed the group and explained that SATp stands for “School Action Team 
for Partnerships”.   It is a school-based committee to involve parents in initiatives spearheaded by 
the school and to get their input. Ideas form in the committee and become actionable such as One 
School One Book. 
 
Bradford School goals 

• Naomi Kirkman reviewed the Bradford School goals and had a general discussion on 
how they come up with the goals.   

• Goal -  PARCC scores.  The general goal is that 80% of 3rd graders read on grade level by 
end of the year.  Research shows if kids are not reading on grade level by the end of 
grade 3 they may fall farther behind making it difficult to catch up.  School drop out rate 
can relate to this as well.  The score important not just for the number itself but to help 
get a sense of reading level.  Mrs. Kirkman has asked teachers to put emphasis on reading 
and non-fiction reading.  To make sure they are meeting the needs of all the learners in 
the classroom the teachers share best practices and lesson plans and include academic 
vocabulary i.e. math language like divisor, quotient etc.  For the kids not on grade level 
we want to make sure they are improving and making adequate progress.  The metric to 
measure this is called student growth percentile “SGP”  (growth from one assessment to 



the next).  Renaissance learning tests the kids from 3-5 and as you take the test the 
questions get harder.  Teachers have the SGP to evaluate how to meet each students 
needs.   

• Goal – improve connection with MSU.  Each year try to increase the activities with 
MSU.  Currently there are a lot of programs with music, art, and theater. There are some 
academics but Mrs. Kirkman would like to enhance this.  This year the Spanish club at 
MSU is coming do a day of the dead assembly with the 5th grade. 
 

Alex Patenaude Compassion Project 
• Bradford and Nishuane are pilot schools for this program and it will be expanded to all 

schools if it goes well. The goal is to establish a framework of behavior/curriculum in the 
same way we have for reading and math. Mrs. Kirkman believes this curriculum is as 
important as academics and will make sure the teachers teach it in the same way.  A 
professor at MSU who works at the clinic for evidence-based practices is helping to 
shape a social studies curriculum around compassion.  He is working with a team at 
Bradford composed of Teachers and various staff members in all the different groups (for 
example OT) as well as some PTA members.  By putting this system into place schools 
will develop a clear understanding of what is acceptable and unacceptable behavior and 
what to do when the behavior is unacceptable.  The curriculum will clearly define the 
desired behavior such as what we what does respectful look like in the class room, hall 
way, cafeteria, playground, bathroom etc.  Each teacher will have this as a frame of 
reference.  It will it be different but similar at each school since each school choses their 
own values.  The values Bradford chose are Respectful, Responsible, Compassionate, 
The Ability to Self Regulate (need to come up with a better name).  The program will go 
from K-5th grade and should be implemented by February.  Discussion on how the 
program started and is being funded.  

 
One School One Book 

• This program started last year where the entire school reads the same book and then there 
are activities based around the book so the message sets in.  The PTA purchased a book 
called Wings for each family last year. The book is about acceptance and the author came 
to school and visited the kids in 2 grade levels. 
This year’s book hasn’t been decided yet but will stick with the theme of compassion and 
acceptance and will be a picture book so all grade levels can read it. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
In attendance 
Karen Greenwald 
Rachel Halbert 
Melissa Robinson-Brown 
Meg Cavanaugh 
Ellen Luca 
David Jones 
Eddie Lee 
Suzy Lee 
Christine Banks Calderon 
Christine Cuoco 
Chryseis Hunt 
Liz Ross 
Karyn Scholack 



Kristin Werner 
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